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REF: HONG KONG 5106 

FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT OF AAU TRACK AND FIELD TEAM'S TRIP 
TO CHINA JOINTLY ISSUED ON MARCH 20 BY AAU AND 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON US-CHINA RELATIONS: 

"NEW YORK, MARCH 20 - IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION FROM THE 
ALL-CHINA SPORTS FEDERATION, A UNITED STATES TRACK AND 
FIELD TEAM WILL MAKE AN UNPRECEDENTED VISIT TO THE 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN MAY. THE TOUR WILL BE UNDER 
THE JOINT SPONSORSHIP OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNION OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON UNITED 
STATES-CHINA RELATIONS. 

THE PLANS FOR THE VISIT WERE DISCLOSED TODAY BY 
ARTHUR H. ROSEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE ON UNITED STATES-CHINA RELATIONS, AND OLLAN 
C. CASSELL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC 
UNION AT A NEWS CONFERENCE. 
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THE AMERICANS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THREE MEETS WITH THE 
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CHINESE ATHLETES IN CANTON, SHANGHAI AND PEKING, WITH THE 
FIRST SCHEDULED FOR CANTON ON MAY 18. THE DATES FOR THE 
MEETS IN SHANGHAI AND PEKING HAVE NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED. 
THE AMERICANS, WHO WILL ARRIVE IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA ON MAY 15, WILL RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES 
ON MAY 30. 

THE U.S. TEAM WILL CONSIST OF APPROXIMATELY 60 MEN AND 

WOMEN. CASSELL SAID THE METHOD OF SELECTION OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE U.S. SQUAD WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY. 

THE AMERICAN AND CHINESE ATHLETES WILL PARTICIPATE IN 
ALL OLYMPIC EVENTS EXCEPT THE MEN'S WALK, MARATHON AND 
DECATHLON AND THE WOMEN'S PENTHALON. 

THE MEETS WILL BE INFORMAL AND UNOFFICIAL, WITH NO 
TEAM POINT SCORES MAINTAINED. "THEY WILL BE 
FRIENDLY COMPETITIONS," ROSEN SAID. 

IN ANNOUNCING THE PLANS, ROSEN CONVEYED THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM CHARLES W. YOST, PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON UNITED STATES-CHINA RELATIONS: 

"WE ARE PLEASED THAT THE ALL-CHINA SPORTS FEDERATION 
HAS ASKED THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO ARRANGE THIS VISIT. 

WE ARE CONFIDENT IT WILL DO MUCH TO PROMOTE FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF BOTH COUNTRIES AND 
FURTHER THE SPIRIT OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE." 

CASSELL, IN TURN, READ THIS STATEMENT FROM JOSEPH R. 

SCALZO, PRESIDENT OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNION: "OUR 
AMERICAN ATHLETES HAVE SERVED AS GOOD WILL AMBASSADORS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND WE MOST CORDIALLY ACCEPT THE 
INVITATION TO VISIT THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC AND ENGAGE 
IN FRIENDLY COMPETITION WITH THE CHINESE ATHLETES." 

CASSELL NOTED THAT THE TRIP TO CHINA WILL BRING TO 32 

THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES THAT U.S. ATHLETES IN ELEVEN SPORTS 

WILL VISIT IN 1975 UNDER AUSPICES OF THE AMATEUR 

ATHLETIC UNION. THE A.A.U. IS THE GOVERNING BODY IN 

THIS COUNTRY FOR TWELVE AMATEUR SPORTS. EIGHT OF THESE, 
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INCLUDING TRACK AND FIELD, ARE ON THE OLYMPIC PROGRAM. 

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON UNITED STATES-CHINA RELATIONS 
IS A PRIVATE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS FACILITATED 
CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL AND ATHLETIC EXCHANGES WITH 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, BEGINNING WITH THE VISIT 
OF CHINA'S TABLE TENNIS TEAM TO THE UNITED STATES IN 
1972." KISSINGER 
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